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SUBJECT: MEETING OE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNICATION COUNCIL 
POSTPONED INDEEINITELY DURING CRITICAL PERIOD 

1. GOVERNMENT-OWNED DAILY NEWS OF JULY 12 AND 13 HAS DIS- 
CUSSED AND EDITORIALIZED "SUDDEN ANNOUNCEMENT" THAT MEETING 
OF THE COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL OF THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY 
(EAC) HAS BEEN POSTPONED. MEETING WAS SCHEDULED TO BE HELD 

ON ZANZIBAR JULY 1 1 AND NO EXPLANATION OFFERED IN FIRST 
REPORTS OE POSTPONEMENT NOR WAS NEW DATE SET. REPORTING DID 
NOTE THAT THE MEETING WAS TO DISCUSS (A)"KENYA'S REFUSAL TO 
REMIT 22.4 MILLION SHILLINGS TO EAC HARBOURS CORPORATION" AND 
(B) "THE SALARY CRISIS FACING WORKERS OF EAC RAILWAYS CORPORATION 
IN KENYA AND KENYA'S HOLDING OE 12.9 MILLION SHILLINGS BELONG- 
ING TO RAILWAYS CORPORATION IN A SECRET ACCOUNT IN NAIROBI." 

2. IN SAME ISSUE OF DAILY NEWS, A HASTILY- WRITTEN UNSIGNED 
EDITORIAL BY MANAGING EDITOR BEN MKAPA, DESCRIBED THE "INDEEINITE 
POSTPONEMENT" OF THE COUNCIL MEETING AS "A SETBACK TO THE PROGRESS 
OF THE COMMUNITY CORPORATIONS." REVIEWING RECENT PROBLEMS OF EAC 
CORPORATIONS, MKAPA NOTED MEETING POSTPONEMENT IS "REPREHENSIBLE" 
AND BRINGS RAILWAYS CORPORATION "EVEN CLOSER TO THE VERGE OF 
COLLAPSE," FOLLOWING "INCONCLUSIVE" COUNCIL MEETING IN JUNE. 
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MUST KNOW ...SERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES CHARACTERISING THE AFFAIRS 
OF THE CORPORATION " CLOSES WITH THE QUESTION "WHAT CAN BE SO 
URGENT IN THE PARTNER STATES TO KEEP THESE PEOPLE FROM MEETING?" 

3. NEXT DAY DAILY NEWS REPORTS EAC SECRETARY-GENERAL MTEI AS 
SAYING POSTPONEMENT WAS AT REQUEST OF "PRESIDENT'S OFFICE IN 
KENYA..SO THAT KENYAN COUNCIL MEMBERS COULD PARTICIPATE IN 
NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT SEATS." MTEI ALSO 
REPORTED US SAYING THAT "ARRANGEMENTS WERE BEING MADE TO HAVE 
COUNCIL CONVENED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE." 

4. COMMENT: SUDDEN POSTPONEMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL AT 
THE REQUEST OF KENYA COMES AT A TIME WHEN REPORTS FROM NAIROBI 
INDICATE THAT KENYA IS USING CURRENT FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES OF 

THE RAILWAYS CORPORATION AS PRETEXT TO WITHDRAW ITS PORTION OF THE 
SYSTEM FROM COMMUNITY CONTROL. ALSO, THE FAILURE OF THE COM- 
MUNICATIONS COUNCIL TO MEET SHOULD BE LINKED WITH THE FAILURE OF 
THE EAST AFRICAN AUTHORITY TO MEET - REPORTEDLY BECAUSE OF A 
SERIES OF POSTPONEMENTS INITIATED BY KENYA'S PRESIDENT - OVER THS 
PAST FEW MONTHS AS THE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS OF THE EAC HAVE 
BECOME LARGER. 
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